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Hot Deal for Your "Cool" Appliances 


Having that "second" refrigerator or freezer in your basement or garage may be 
costing you more money than you realize. That old clunker may be the largest 
electricity user in your home. Do you know that you can get rid of it for free, lower 
your utility bill and get some cash just by making a phone call or going on-line? 
Oh, did we mention that you would be an environmental hero, too? 





Here's the deal: Older appliances are much less energy efficient and can contain 
materials that are harmful to the environment such as chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs). Connecticut 
Light and Power (CL &P) and United Illuminating (UI) are making it easy for their customers to 

_ get rid of these energy wasters through their Appliance Retirement Program. 
Customers can have their aging appliances picked up for recycling and 
receive fifty dollars for a working refrigerator or freezer and twenty-five 
dollars for an air conditioner or dehumidifier. 





These items are being collected by Appliance Recycling Centers of America, Inc. (ARCA), a 
major recycler of household appliances. ARCA, in their recently opened facility in Waterbury, 
recycles the steel, aluminum, copper, CFC refrigerants and some plastics from these appliances 
and properly manages other hazardous materials. 


To qualify for the program: 
e you must be a residential customer of CL&P or UI 
e the appliances must be picked up at the address listed on the billing account 
e the refrigerator or freezer must be in working "cooling" condition 
e the size of the refrigerator or freezer must be between 7.75 and 27 cubic feet and 
manufactured before 1994 
e air conditioners and dehumidifiers are only picked up with the refrigerators or freezers 


And remember, if you are replacing appliances, look for the Energy Star label. Energy Star 
appliances will help you save money - $20 to $100 per year for every appliance ten years or 
older that is replaced - as well as conserving energy and protecting the environment. 


To pre-qualify for pick-up online, go to www.arcaincutility.com or phone 1-800-664-2722 


CL&P website: www.cl-p.com/clmres/indexclmres.asp 


UI website: www.uinet.com/clm/appPickUp.asp 
For more information about Energy Star, go to www.myenergystar.com 


Appliance Recycling Facts from the ARCA website: 


Major home appliances, or white goods, have long, useful lives, typically 10 to 18 years. 
It is estimated that 55 million appliances will be removed from service this year. 


In 1998, appliances were recycled at a rate of 72%. 


Major home appliances make up about 10% of the steel processed by the recycling industry (cars 
make up 80%). 





Hartford and Mansfield Special Event Recycling 


In Connecticut recycling is a state law, and we are all required to recycle at home, at work, or out 
at a special event. We have made great progress in CT and recycling has become a part of life for 
most people. We separate recyclables from our trash at home, but somehow at special events, 
the recycling ethic escapes us. The City of Hartford and the town of Mansfield have taken a 
stand to do something about the inadequate recycling options at special events. 


The Hartford Marathon 
Staff from the City Council, Hartford’s Waste & Recycling and Parks Departments, and the CT 
DEP teamed up with the Hartford Marathon Foundation, Inc. to pilot special events recycling, 
starting with this year’s Hartford Marathon on October 9, 2004. Ten Clear Stream’™ units (see 
% photo) were placed in Bushnell Park along with fifteen 95- 
gallon blue recycling toters. The Clear Stream ’™ units 
make recycling straightforward since they have holes in 
their lids that fit only bottles and cans and are well 
labeled. In addition, their clear bags allow people to see 
what is in the receptacle and this discourages 
contamination with trash. The 95 gallon blue toters, 
however, were sometimes mistaken for trash containers, 
especially if there wasn't a green trash barrel placed right 
next to it. With the help of enthusiastic volunteers most 
bottles were collected for recycling and the grounds were 
trash free. The pilot program was a success, a great learning experience and jump-start to 
establish recycling at all special events held in the Capitol city. 





For more information please contact Estella Knight, Waste and Recycling Coordinator for the 
City of Hartford at 860-543-8609 or email eknight@ci.hartford.ct.us. 


Mansfield Festival on the Green 

Mansfield celebrated its first Festival on the Green on Sunday afternoon, September 19, 2004. 
Waste stations included can and bottle recycling, Hosmer Mountain Soda bottle return and 
EOmupostmie: Food vendors were asked to serve food on paper plates or bowls and beverages 11 in 
A 3 recyclable containers. Attendees were 4) i Ss 
provided with knives, forks and 
spoons made from corn. Volunteers 
guided fair attendees in the disposal of 
their waste. At the end of the day 71 
pounds of paper plates and cups, 
napkins, corn-based forks and spoons, 
and food went to the transfer station 
for composting. 29 pounds of bottles 
and cans were recycled, Hosmer a 
Mountain Soda got their bottles back for reuse and the remaining 82 
pounds went to the trash incinerator. Of the 182 pounds of waste 
produced, 55% of it was either recycled or composted. Mansfield used 
20 “trash stations” in total. Clear Stream'™ Units (see photo) were placed next to the trash 
barrels and composting buckets. The town of Mansfield owns 10 Clear Stream’™ Units and had 
borrowed the other 10 from the town of Middletown and Granby. 





For more information please contact Ginny Walton, recycling coordinator for Mansfield at 860- 


429-3333 or email waltonvd@mansfield.ct.org. 


TIPS TO MAKE RECYCLING SUCCESSFUL 
e DO put out one recycling container for each trash barrel and place them right next to each other. 


e DO label all containers clearly so that no one is confused as to what belongs in them. 
e DO use lids on the recycling containers that have just the right sized holes for bottles and cans-- 
this prevents contamination. 





For more information on event recycling and different types of recycling containers please visit 
the following websites: 


e Developing Trash-Free Special Events. Handbook available for download, titled 
“Developing Trash-Free Special Events-A Planning Guide for North Carolina Communities 
and Event Planners”, www.enoriver.org/festival/trash. html 

Special Events Recycling and Recycling Container Options, www.recyclenow.org 


Clear Stream’™ Units, www.bagandtag.com/clearstream/index.htm 

Zero Waste, www.grrn.org/zerowaste/community 

Special Events Recycling in WI, 
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/aw/wm/publications/recycle/PUBL-CE-28 1-2001.pdf 

e Event Planner’s Guide to Waste Reduction, www.besmart.org/festival/index.html 

e Developing Trash-Free Special Events, www.enoriver.org/festival/Trashfree.eno.pdf 
e Hosting a Green Event, DEP P2 View article, 


www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/p2/p2 View/P2 Viewsummer04.pdf 


DEP News: Beneficial Use General Permits 


As solid waste disposal costs in Connecticut continue to increase, one of the 
priorities of the DEP is to promote the beneficial use of certain materials that 
otherwise would be burned or landfilled. Beneficial use is defined as using a solid 
waste in a manufacturing process to make a product or as an effective substitute 
for a commercial product. (See Connecticut General Statute 22a-209f for more 
information.) 





As aresult of several proposals from businesses in the State, the Beneficial Use Program, 
administered by the Bureau of Waste Management, 1s in its final stages of drafting three general 
permits: 1) Storage and Processing of Scrap Tires; 2) Storage, Distribution and Beneficial Use of 
Two Inch Nominal Tire Chip Aggregate in Leaching Systems in Subsurface Sewage Disposal 
Systems; and 3) Storage and/or Processing of Asphalt Roofing Shingles (ARS), and/or for the 
Storage, Distribution and Beneficial Use of Ground Asphalt Aggregate (GAA). 


The first general permit will allow current scrap tire volume reduction facilities as well as new 
businesses to register as a “Storage and Processing Scrap Tire Facility.” This permit will allow a 
scrap tire volume reduction facility to process this waste into a recyclable material. The permit 
has a maximum storage and processing capacity in addition to other appropriate permit 
conditions that will ensure protecting of human health and the environment while encouraging 
the reuse of our limited resources. Registration, applicable fees and financial assurance will be 
required. 


The second general permit will allow the storage, distribution and beneficial use of two (2) inch 
nominal tire chip aggregate in leaching systems in subsurface sewage disposal systems. These 
“retailers” of two (2) inch nominal tire chip aggregate have minimal permit requirements, require 
the general permit approval, will ensure that this recyclable material 1s used appropriately, and 
shall assist in verifying the marketability of this material. The subsurface sewage disposal 
systems installers would be required to follow the DPH technical standards currently under 
development and would not have to register with DEP. 


The third beneficial use general permit would allow spent residential asphalt 
roofing shingles to be stored, processed, beneficially used as Ground Asphalt 
Aggregate (GAA) in sub-base, aggregate base and/or hot mix binder 
applications where it will be covered with a top course of asphalt pavement. 
Hot mix asphalt top course cannot be produced with GAA. This general 
permit will assist in the removal of this waste stream from our landfill and 
provides the mechanism for reusing our finite resources. 





The draft permits will be ready for public notice this autumn. All interested parties will have a 
30-day Public Notice period to comment in writing on these permits. Public hearings will then 
be scheduled. 


For more information, contact Carey Hurlburt or Frank Gagliardo, Waste Planning and Standards 
Division at 860-424-3365. 


The ReCONNstruction Center Goes International 





On the World Wide Web, that is! The ReCONNSstruction Center 
recently launched its Internet website at http://reconnstructioncenter.org/. The new website is 
attractively designed and easy to navigate and is an important step in promoting their mission 
and building name recognition. 


The ReCONNstruction Center is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization dedicated to promoting 
environmental and social sustainability by salvaging unwanted, but good building materials, 
reselling them at affordable prices and to support these activities specifically in urban areas. 


A lot has happened in the last year for the ReCONNstruction Center. Besides the website, their 
next biggest accomplishment was winning Ford Motor Company’s Best Business Plan Contest, 
surpassing 1,200 other applicants. In addition to the cash award, they have been assigned a 
counselor from SCORE (Service Corps of Retired Executives) who will advise them for one year 
on the implementation of their business plan. The Center is currently open by appointment only, 
but they are aggressively pursuing the lease of a warehouse/retail space that the Center can call 
home. 


Finding funding seems to be the biggest challenge and hurdle. They are also still in need of 
people willing to serve on volunteer committees and the Board of Directors. And, of course, 


they are anxious to find an affordable warehouse/retail space. 


For more information, contact John Powers, ReCONNstruction Center at 860-965-1746. 


Just a reminder... It's not too late to celebrate America Recycles Day on 
Nov. 15. Register your event with the Connecticut Recyclers Coalition 


For more information, go to the CRC website at www.ctrecyclers.org/recycleday.html or 
to the DEP website at www.dep.state.ct.us/wst/recycle/ctrecyday.htm. 
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